








than 600 people attend this event each year. Each fall 30-40 local residents
are trained as community horticultural educators. And in January and Feb-
ruary, WSU Master Gardeners offer a seven-week Yard and Garden series to
help gardeners select native plants, reduce water consumption, and grow
food. Volunteers give more than 8000 hours, valued at more than $100,000,
each year to the community through the Master Gardener program.

Neighborhood Gardens/Growing our Groceries

A new Master Gardener initiative awarded eight grants to five local groups
to provide funds for new community gardens. More than 100 neighbors
worked together to grow local food with surpluses going to their local
food bank. In 2008, three tons of fruit and vegetables, valued at more than
$12,000, were grown or gleaned and donated to local food banks.

Beach Watchers and Shore Stewards
WSU Extension Beach Watchers and Shore Stewards reach out to property

NATURAL RESOURCES owners via workshops, public events, and newsletters to help them reduce
pesticide and fertilizer use, choose less-toxic alternatives for cleaning and
A new Master Gardener property maintenance, properly dispose of household waste, and reduce

storm water runoff. Regional program evaluation completed in the nine
counties in 2006-07 demonstrated measurable positive behavior changes
local groups to provide funds among Shore Stewards in all counties. More than 120 local volunteers con-
tributed more than 1,700 hours valued at more than $30,000 in 2008 to this
educational outreach.
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A writer from the Seattle Times described these programs as “the perfect
template for rallying and educating citizens to a monumental environmental
donated to local food banks. challenge.”
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Overview of Funding for WSU Jefferson County Extension Programs

WSU Support for Direct Funding Sources for Total Funding Supporting
County Extension Programs County Extension Programs County Extension Programs
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WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.




