








childcare providers were often filled out inadequately. The forms were
returned to their authors as many as seven times for corrections. Licensors
believe that providers might be photocopying materials from each other or
having children write their business plan, parent handbook, and medical
policies. Upon further investigation, it was discovered that many of these
providers were preliterate in Spanish, their native language. Research shows
that when child care providers lack basic literacy skills, the children for whom
they are responsible are at risk both physically and developmentally.

The program started in March 2007 with 28 Latino childcare providers. It
expanded into a three-year research project called Educational Pathways for
Latino Childcare Providers (“Pathways”) in 2008, thanks to a $1 million
grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Now about 60 students
are enrolled, with about a third taking advanced early learning classes.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY The program is already showing positive impacts, starting with care
providers setting long-term goals to finish their basic education, earn a Child
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WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.




