January 24, 2006
TO:
Executive Officers, Vice Provosts, Associate and Assistant Officers, Academic Deans, Chancellors, Department Chairs and Directors 
FROM:
Richard A. Heath



Associate Vice President for Business Affairs

SUBJECT: 
University Passenger Van Usage

The state’s Office of Financial Management (OFM) appointed a Loss Prevention Review Team (LPRT) to review 15-passenger van rollover accidents.  The review was a result of a WSU van rollover on March 6, 2004 and the Columbia Basin Community College van rollover on December 15, 2003.    The LPRT recently issued their report and their recommendations are provided at enclosure 1.  The full report is available at http://www.ofm.wa.gov/rmd/lprt/reports.htm.  

We must provide OFM our implementation plan for addressing the recommendations.  The basic elements of our plan are provided at enclosure 2.  As you can see, the University is moving swiftly to restrict and phase-out large passenger van usage while providing for more experienced and safer drivers for all passenger vans.   Implementation includes all university-owned, commercially leased or rented vans.  This plan addresses the needs of the university community and sets out a reasonable timeline to reduce and then eliminate use of large vans for passenger transportation.  The University is proceeding as quickly as practicable to replace it fleet of large passenger vans with smaller vans.
While these new guidelines will have a significant impact on the way we conduct many of our activities, camps and programs, they provide enhanced safety for our drivers and passengers.  
If you have any questions regarding implementation of this policy, you can contact Rick Fadness in my office.  His phone number is 335-6893 and his e-mail address is fadness@wsu.edu.
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